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From the President 

Welcome back to our newsletter which has been missing for far too long! We hope to keep 
you updated with the Society’s activities on a more regular basis from now on. 2017 has 
started with a ‘bang’ with the employment of our Executive Officer Lucia Pichler.  This really 
is a milestone event for us and is the fulfilment of one of the key goals from our strategic 
planning.  

Lucia brings a wealth of experience to our group, having been the Director of Art Galleries in 
regional South Australia.  She also recently worked at the National Museum of Mongolia, in 
the Education and Public Programs Department! It was quite a change for her to come from 
such a place where the weather was -30°C to the middle of summer here on the Goldfields! 

We are very pleased to welcome Lucia to our group and with her friendly nature she has 
become a part of the team very quickly. She has been quick to grasp the tasks we have at 
hand! 

The benefits of her skills are being quickly adopted and we have some exciting times ahead 
as we continue to gain access to the full depth of our collections. We have commenced 
improving all of our procedures to ensure that we deliver the best possible care to our 
collections and provide information and services to the community in the most effective 
way. 

We thank the City of Kalgoorlie-Boulder for their ongoing support and for providing the 
necessary funding to enable us to secure someone of Lucia’s calibre.  It is great that the 
Council sees the benefits this position can deliver to our region and we aim to pay back that 
vote of confidence in many ways. 

We now have the Society open every weekday (9am – 2pm) to the public (excluding public 
holidays).  Please call in to the Power House and say hello to Lucia and the volunteers 
staffing the Society, without whom the rich history of the Eastern Goldfields would be much 
poorer. 

W Scott Wilson, President 

Diary Dates 

Wed 15 March General Meeting 7pm 
Sunday 19 March Boulder Markets 
Sat 25 March Working Bee 
Sun 9 April Day trip to Coolgardie 

Sun 16 April Easter Boulder 
Markets 

Wed 19 April General Meeting 7pm 
Wed 17 May General Meeting 7pm 
Sun 21 May Boulder Markets 
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th
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Hobson, 

62 

Kingsway, 

Nedlands.6

009. 

 

Dear Sue, 

 

Your book 

“Cast Iron 

Pillar Boxes 

of Western 

Australia” ,  

arrived in 

the post 

today. 

 

What a 

superb 

publication, 

so 

beautifully 

presented 

and 

researched. 

It does 

make 

terrific 

reading, 

wonderful 

to see 

goldfields 

region so 

well 

represented.   

 

Thank you 

for donating 

your book 

to the 

Society, 
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Library News 

The EGHS Library holds an extensive collection of 
books about the Eastern Goldfields, Western 
Australia and Australia generally.  These are available 
for current financial members to borrow.  In addition, 
the Library has many reference books and 
documents pertaining to the history of the 
Goldfields. 

A recent new reference book is Red Dust Racer: The 
centenary History of Lake Perkolilli and the 
Emergence of Motorsport in Western Australian 
1914-2014 by Graeme Cocks.  The book is about 
motor racing in Western Australia and took the 
author about twenty years to create.  It includes 
many Goldfields references including the famous 
Coolgardie Cycle Express.  This book is not for loan 
but can be viewed at the Power House during normal 
open hours. 

EGHS member Gerry Lamont reviews another recent 
acquisition:  

Wealth for the Willing – the Story of Kanowna by 
Robert Baugh 

This book is an enjoyable read for those interested in early 
Goldfields history. 

It is a well written account of Kanowna, from its 
beginnings, with historical facts and details of those that 
were there . . . (It tells) of the mines and leases, who 
owned them and their production, and the “second rush” – 
the finding of the deep leads. 

Austral Road by Kate Bowes 

Australia Road is an account of everyday life on the 
Goldfields during World War II.  Kate Bowes writes 
about the joys of childhood, interspersed with the 
terrible events of the time. 

Both of the above books can be borrowed from the 
library and are available for sale at $35 each. 

Do you know? 

The Society recently had a research request, which 
also inquired about ‘nimble bob customer’.  It was in 
reference to Thomas Britton’s Melbourne Café No 1 
and Branch No 2 (“special room for ladies”) during 
the 1890s in Coolgardie.  The Coolgardie Miner 
edition of Monday 28 August, 1899 says “While 
looking after the patrons of the Melbourne Café No 2, 
the proprietor is not forgetting his nimble bob 
customers at his Café No 1 . . .” 

Does anyone know who or what a ‘nimble bob 
customer’ is? 

Events at the Society 

 

Committee Member Rob Wall with Stefan Grill and Ross 
Quartermaine at the first social event for the year. 

Over twenty members gathered on Friday, 17 
February 2017, to eat fish and chips, listen to a 
captivating talk by Ross Quartermaine about the 
family property Earaheedy Station and to meet up 
and chat with other members.   

Earaheedy Station, located 180 kms northeast of  Wiluna, 
was acquired by Ross’ grandfather Maitland John 
Quartermaine around the 1920s. It carried mostly sheep, 
but for a short period also ran cattle. Many thousands of 
Australites (a type of meteorite) have been found on the 
property, with many donated by Ross’ father Keith to the 
West Australian Museum.  Some Australites from 
Earaheedy Station have even made it to the collection of 
the Smithsonian Institute in Washington.  Ross managed 
the property during the 1980s.  It is now a valuable 
conservation area managed by the Department of Parks 
and Wildlife. 

It was a fun, informative evening.  Thanks to Ross 
Quartermaine for the interesting talk and image 
selection, and to Bev Quartermaine for her 
organization of the event. 

 

New Executive Officer Lucia Pichler with guest speaker Ross 
Quartermaine 

 

Members Mrs Smith and Phil Virgin at the Earaheedy Station talk 
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Volunteering at EGHS 

 

Volunteers Fae Hughes and Mary Williams sorting documents 
from the Australian Inland Mission 

Volunteers have been the backbone of the Eastern 
Goldfields Historical Society since its inception in 
1946.  They have managed the Society’s affairs and 
conducted much research, written books and 
booklets, run fundraising projects, participated in 
community events; all facets of the Historical 
Society’s activities. 

The Society is keen to train up new volunteers; in 
particular we are seeking people to follow up 
research requests, process photographs and to assist 
with organising the backlog of documents that form 
part of the collection.  Volunteers for these tasks will 
need to have an eye for detail and to have basic 
computer literacy. 

 

Pam Moore & Barry Aslett looking at documents to be archived 

It is a very interesting and friendly working 
environment at the Historical Society.  You’ll not only 
be helping the Society, you will also meet friendly folk 
and learn new things. 

 

Jenny Fulton inserting documents into archival storage 

 

 

Mark your diaries! 

Coolgardie visit, 9 April 2017 

Social Secretary Bev Quartemaine is organising a day 
trip to Coolgardie with stops at points of interest 
along the way.  Meet at the Old Boulder Power 
Station in the morning, and then travel together.  The 
day will include a visit to Pitman and Walsh Memorial 
site, Kurrawang Mission, lunch at the park and visits 
to local historical attractions.  More details to come 

soon. 

Working Bee Saturday, 25 March 2017 

Yes, it is time for a spring clean (autumn clean) and 
tidy up!  Tasks to be undertaken are a bit of 
gardening (mowing, trimming edges and weeding), 
re-organising the storage shed, and moving the large 
map drawers from the entrance room into the 
storage shed.  If there is time and enough people, 
then we might tackle painting the front entrance to 
make it bright and fresh in preparation for a new 
exhibition. 

We’ll start at 2pm and finish around 5.30pm.  The 
Society will provide a delicious sausage sizzle after 
the working bee, plus tea and coffee.  Bring your own 
cold drinks, though there will be soft drinks available 
for purchase at the Society. 

Ring 9093 3360 if you can help out and so we have an 
idea of numbers for catering. 

Are you a handy person? 

We are looking to have two plinths made to enhance 
our display area in the front entrance.  The Society 
can provide the materials, if you have the expertise 
and the tools.  Please ring EO Lucia Pichler on 9093 
3360 to discuss the requirements. 

Collection Focus 

The Eastern Goldfields Historical Society has an 
enormous collection of photographs and documents 
relating to the region.  In addition, the Society has 
many large and small objects.   

This medal commemorates the 
coronation of King Edward VII and 
Queen Alexandra.  Dated 1902, the 
heart shaped shield features 
portraits of the King and Queen.  
Forty different medals were 
produced around Australia, 

manufactured by Stokes & Son in Melbourne.  The 
medal is made of silvered bronze, but only in fair 
condition, as much of the silvering is lost.  Still, it is an 
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interesting insight into the history of the time and the 
reverence in which the royal family was held in 
Australian society. 

The second item is much more 
prosaic.  A registration disc 
issued by the Kalgoorlie Roads 
Board in 1905, the notes 
indicates it might be for dog 
registration.  It is made of brass 
and has a rivet attached for fixing to a collar. 

Facebook 

Secretary Robin Bowden and Research Coordinator Di 
Stockdale do a mighty job posting interesting items 
onto EGHS’s Facebook page.  Up unto the end of 
January 2017, the page had over 1,500 ‘likes’.  Are 
you a ‘Friend’?  Invite your friends to ‘like’ the EGHS 
on Facebook, let’s see if we can’t reach 2,000 ‘likes’ 
this year. 

Stories from Members 

EGHS member Steve Hall directed the Society’s 
attention to the 125th anniversary of the Australian 
Institute of Mining and Metallurgy (AusIMM) next 
year.  The local Kalgoorlie branch will be holding 
special events in 2018 to mark the occasion. 

In the meantime, if you have access to the, Steve 
pointed out some interesting films on youtube that 
can be accessed via the AusIMM website. 

When assessing archival material at the AusIMM 
Melbourne office some years ago, the Heritage 
Committee found a box containing twenty 8mm home 
movies marked ‘My 1936 jaunt around the world’. 

There was no note to say who had created them. In 
the absence of a suitable projector, the Committee 
decided to have them digitised commercially and then 
to assess them . . . By searching old newspaper 
records and AusIMM records the following story 
emerged. 

Samuel George Turrell was born in 1880 and moved 
to Kalgoorlie, where his father was a well-known 
contractor. He worked the office of the London and 
Hamburg Company, under Dr. Diehl, for four and a 
half years, then enrolled himself as a student at the 
Ballarat School of Mines. He topped the exams there 
in 1904 and graduated as a metallurgist. His first job 
in 1905 was as metallurgist on the Great Ophir at 
Davyhurst, after which he worked as accountant, 
surveyor and metallurgist on goldfields mines. He 
married Lillian Jeffrey at Norseman in 1911 and set up 
as an assayer in Kalgoorlie. 

By 1921 he was Secretary of the WA Institute of 
Mining Surveyors and Secretary of the Kalgoorlie 
branch of AusIMM, while operating his business on 
the Boulder road. He travelled to Melbourne for the 
AusIMM meeting in 1924 (which was granted a civic 
reception by the Lord Mayor) and in 1925 he attended 
the AusIMM meeting in Broken Hill, where he spoke 
about the state of mining in WA. By 1929 he had 
become a travelling representative for the American 
Cyanamid Company, a job that he did for the 
remainder of his life. This job, based in Melbourne, 
took him around the world several times and he made 
repeated visits to mines in the Philippines, Malaya 
and Australasia. He began making movies of his 
travels and editing them for use in his AusIMM talks. 

Turrell died suddenly in 1940, at the age of 60, during 
a visit to Mount Morgan. We presume that his movies 
then found their way to the AusIMM archives 

by Peter McCarthy Hon. FAusIMM 

Turrell’s fascinating films, along with a film about 
nickel at Kambalda, can be found at 
https://www.ausimmbulletin.com/news/samuel-
turrells-historic-mining-movies/  

60,000,000 ounces 

Hannan’s North Tourist Mine will be holding an Open 
Day on 24th June 2017 to celebrate 60 million ounces 
of the Golden Mile.  The Open Day is being sponsored 
by KCGM. 

Management Committee Members 

The following were elected to the Management 
Committee at the August 2016 Annual General 
Meeting: 

Scott Wilson, President 
Lindsay Stockdale, First Vice President 
Anne Skinner, Second Vice President and 
Photographic Coordinator 
Robin Bowden, Secretary 
Faye Jones, Treasurer 
John Rees, Curator 
Jan Lamont, Librarian 
Diana Stockdale, Research Coordinator 
Bev Quartermaine, Social Secretary 
Harry Argus, Committee 
Elaine Labuschagne, Committee 
Neville McDonald, Committee 
Robert Wall, Committee 
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